
Changing of the Guard 
In the last few newsletters, we have made mention of the ongoing pattern 
of aggression between Erin, the alpha female of the main pack, and her 
daughters, Ayla and Kailani.  We noted that there was a problem (they 
were becoming less and less happy with each other), and said that, when 
the wolves told us they wanted a change in the status quo, we would 
change it for them.  The wolves finally told us they were ready in mid-
November, and we are happy to report that Erin, and her preferred mate, 
Chetan, were removed from the main 
pack without incident on November 22.  
Peace, or as much peace as we get 
with two rambunctious puppies running 
around, is reigning supreme once more. 
     After Ayla and Kailani were added to 
the pack in 2004, they spent a great 
deal of time sneaking up behind their 
mother, Erin, and biting her hard on the 
rear.  Erin did not like this and began to 
chase the girls away preemptively 
whenever they approached her.  
Unfortunately, Erin liked chasing the 
girls a little too much.  She chased the girls even when they weren’t trying 
to bite her, and the girls began offering defensive aggression whenever 
Erin got near them. 
     Some aggression is normal in wolf society.  It looks frightening to us, 
but we are humans, and we (usually) fight with words, not teeth.  
Arguments between wolves are loud and involve much showing of teeth 
and blustering growls … and not a lot else.  Participants get big and 
puffed-up and give each other Meaningful Looks, and then, once 
consensus (“I win!  I win!”) is reached, everyone is free to go on with their 
lives, with no injury done. 
     For a long time, Erin’s relationship with Ayla and Kailani was stuck at 
this stage.  There was a lot of growling and hackles, some high-speed 
chases and some exciting full-body tackles, and not much else.  When 
Erin was busy elsewhere, the girls were free to interact with other wolves, 
and often did so, with happy results.  We had an eye on the problem in 
case it became larger, but it had not developed to a point where we would 
consider Ayla or Kailani to be unhappy, or needing to be removed from the 

pack. 
     However, the addition of 
Wotan and Wolfgang to the 
pack began to push things 
over some indefinable edge.  
Wolf puppies (and yearlings) 
are ever on the lookout for 
boundaries to push, and part 
of pushing those boundaries 
is to see how hard you can 

bite other wolves before they jump up and down on your head.  Wotan and 
Wolfgang discovered that, when Erin was busy chasing Ayla and Kailani, it 
was a perfect time to sneak up and bite someone on the behind.  Renki 
and Ruedi, previously content to puzzle over at their mother’s antics, 
began to pick up on this new game as well.  Now, when Erin chased Ayla 
and Kailani, she had “help”.  The boys weren’t too picky about whom they 
“helped”, either — they were as likely to bite Erin as they were Ayla and 

Kailani.  In fact, they were slightly more 
likely to bite Erin, as she was not often a 
target for poking and this was a rare and 
prized opportunity. 
     Erin began to get defensive and look 
for opportunities to bite anyone whose 
back was turned.  She bit Renki, who 
grumped, and Ruedi, who took 
exception and bit back.  Wotan and 
Wolfgang, still puppies, were spared 
spectacular battles but were not spared 
the Withering Stares Of Mom.  It 
became clear that Erin was becoming 

the center of a lot of stress, and this is not a good place for a wolf to be. 
     Meanwhile, Chetan was continuing his slow slide back down the rank 
order.  While he enjoyed a pleasant tenure as beta male under Tristan 
while the pack numbered only three, the addition of four young, upwardly 
mobile males gave Chetan a lot to think about.  Renki started testing 
Chetan’s limits early, and, try as “Uncle 
Fluffy” might, he just couldn’t seem to stay on 
top of him (no worries, Fluffy — we find that 
difficult too).  At ten, Chetan was really no 
match for four obnoxious, burly young males, 
who enjoyed chasing him in circles and 
pulling out tufts of his fur.  He took to 
spending more and more time on the 
opposite side of the enclosure from the 
others, taking in the sun and keeping one eye 
open, watching for ambushes. 
     As the weather grew cooler, the wolves’ 
energy levels increased, and so did the 
resultant stress.  It became clear that 
aggression was increasing and was unlikely 

(Continued on page 6) 
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By Jessica Addams and Pat Goodmann 

L-R: Tristan, Wolfgang and Erin; Renki, Wotan, and Chetan in rear. Photo by Monty Sloan 

��������	
��
	������	
	

Easter Bunny visits — April 8, 1-4 pm 
Wolf Park is open WEEKENDS ONLY in April!  Sat-Sun 1-5 pm 

Wolf Park opens for season May 2 (hours on page 2) 
Wolf Intensive Weekend — May 19-21, reservations req’d Kailani and Ayla. Photo by Monty Sloan 

Renki. Photo by Monty Sloan 
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We are always looking for ways to improve Wolf Park — from our facility, to our educational programs, to our 
role in the conservation of wolves.  We have been discussing that we miss our magazine, WOLF!, which was 
discontinued a couple of years ago due to financial issues.  We wondered if you miss this magazine too.  (For 
those of you who have not seen the magazine, WOLF! had up-to-date information about wolf recovery, feature 
articles about research and activities pertinent to wolves, abstracts of scientific articles, and reviews of new 
wolf books.)  We believe the magazine allowed us to maintain a connection with the larger wolf conservation 
community, and feel we were making a direct contribution. 
     To start publishing a magazine again would require a great investment of our resources.  Please give us 
feedback on whether you think this would be a good project into which to put our time, money and energy!  We 
would like to know in general what you would like us to do — you, our members, are the real “owners” of the 
Park, and we would like to hear from you about what you would, and would not, like us to be doing.  You can 
email us at wolfpark@wolfpark.org with suggestions anytime.  We will be sending out a formal survey this 
spring. 
     There is a controversy brewing in Idaho.  In January, the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) signed an 
agreement with the state of Idaho, handing management of the recovering Idaho wolf population to the state.  
(In 2005, Montana received control of its wolves from the USFWS.  The federal government still oversees 
management of all wolves, since wolves are still protected by the Endangered Species Act.) 
     Three weeks after taking control of its wolves, Idaho proposed a wolf control plan for an area in Eastern 
Idaho called the Clearwater Region.  This is a 1.5 million acre area near the border of Montana, where Idaho 
biologists claim the elk population is declining.  They say that wolf predation is a significant contributor to the 
elk decline, and may be preventing population recovery.  In response, they have proposed killing about 75% of 
the wolves living in this region in order to reduce predation, and increase elk survival.  (There is a cap of killing 
at most 43 wolves.  The estimated population in the area is 47-69 wolves.)  They would continue killing wolves 
annually over a five year period, in order to allow the elk herds to grow.  The goal would be to keep only 15 to 
23 wolves in two or three packs living in the region. 
     There are several reasons why this plan is not a good one.  While Idaho has an estimated 500 to 600 
wolves in about 61 packs throughout the state, this intensive management of a species still listed as 
endangered on the Endangered Species List is not called for.  The elk were declining before the wolves were 
present, and some biologists say it is an issue of degraded habitat, not predation.  Secondly, many concerned 
citizens have had doubts about Idaho’s ability to take good care of their new wolf population, and this concern 
was based on things like Idaho’s administration proclaiming they did not want wolves in their state.  The 
decision to propose this control action, only weeks into their time as managers of these wolves, sends a 
negative message to all — that the state cares more about pressure from hunters and livestock interests than 
it does about protecting endangered species. 
     To learn more about this situation go to the web sites below. Since the wolf is still federally protected by the 
ESA, all U.S. citizens can comment on this situation. 
     For details on the wolf control plan, go to the Idaho Fish and Game wolf web site: 
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/cms/wildlife/wolves/wolf_control.cfm 
     For more information on this situation from Defenders of Wildlife go to: 
http://www.defenders.org/wildlife/wolf/idaho.html 
     On the bright side, we have reached the culmination of a longtime project, and now you can reap the 
benefits!  Man and Wolf, edited by Harry Frank, grew out of a 1981 conference hosted by the University of 
Michigan-Flint, which drew an international field of distinguished participants involved with captive populations 
of gray wolves.  Topics in the book reflect the broad spectrum of interests in the community of captive wolf 
researchers, ranging from social behavior to nutrition, from blood chemistry to cognition.  The book also 
showcases a considerable variety of scientific orientations — theoretical, conceptual, observational, and 
experimental.  The sections on social behavior include contributions from five countries conducted over a 
period of more than twenty years. The volume may thus be unique in presenting such diverse points of view of 
wolf pack social history.  It also offers an unusually comprehensive selection on husbandry and management, 
including chapters on enclosure design, rearing and socialization, and health care.  This feature will be of 
interest to all wolf workers, but should be especially helpful for workers in zoos, veterinary facilities and wildlife 
parks. 
     Wolf Park has obtained the rights to sell Man and Wolf, which has long been out of print, in digital format 
(viewable with Adobe Acrobat) on CD.  Much of the information in Man and Wolf is still quite valid and very 
useful to anybody interested in wolves -- especially to those who are working with 
wolves.  Visit www.wolfphotography.com to purchase the CD, which is only $39.95. 
     In addition, planning has begun for our 2007 Members’ Weekend, tentatively 
scheduled for April, which will celebrate our 35th anniversary.  We hope to see you 
there! 
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Membership benefits include: 
· Free admission to the Park 

· Wolf Park News 

· 10% off books from the Gift Shop 

· Invitation to Members Only Events  

· Visitation Privileges With A Wolf*  
*Adopt-A-Wolf Sponsorship Only 
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Weather Permitting 
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Wolf Park is open every Saturday  
 at 7:30 p.m. for Howl Night only 
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Closed Mondays 

Open Tuesday to Sunday 
 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

Fridays & Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. 
for Howl Night 

 

��(��$�)*+�
Listen to the intriguing sounds of our 
wolves as they communicate through 
their howls.  After the lecture, join in 

a chorus howl of your own.  
 

,��-�
������ �&���+�"+����
See wolves and bison interact as 

wolves test bison for signs of 
weakness. Our healthy bison have 

nothing to fear from the wolves.  
Sunday Only : Lecture 1:00 p.m. 

followed by demonstration. 
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— Members Always Free — 
Tuesday - Saturday & Howl Night: 

Children 1 to 5 years - FREE 
Children 6 to 13 years - $5.00 

14 years and older - $7.00 
Sunday: 

Children 1 to 5 years - FREE 
Children 6 to 13 years - $6.00 

14 years and older - $8.00  

 

Groups of more than 20 adults are admitted at 
$5.50 each Tues. - Sat. & Howl Nights.  On Sun., 

groups of more than 20 are $6.50 per person. 
 
 

The Institute of Ethology 
supports research and education: 

 

· Wolf Behavior Seminars 

· Internships and Practica 

· Year-round research opportunities 
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WOLF PARK Battle Ground, IN 47920 
(765) 567-2265 FAX: (765) 567-4299 

by Holly Jaycox with 
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All seminars (except kids’ seminars) include time 
inside the enclosures interacting with the animals. 

 

FIVE DAY SEMINARS 
Five Day Wolf Behavior Seminars consist of lectures, slides, video 
presentations, observations and hands-on experience with wolves, and more.  
Great for anyone who wants an in-depth, ethologically-based look at wolves. 
 

THREE DAY SEMINARS 
Wolf Intensive Weekends feature “everything you ever wanted to know about 
wolves”, aimed at those who want an in-depth look at wolves, and to meet a few 
in person.  Lectures and video include overview of taxonomy, physiology, 
ecology, behavior, history, folklore and news on wild wolf populations. 
 

Special Guest Seminars cover various specialized topics ranging from solving 
behavior problems to evolution of dogs to art techniques and photographic 
reference to deepening our relationships with animals of all sorts.  Special 
guests have included dog trainers Suzanne Clothier and Ken McCort, and 
wildlife artist Jan Martin McGuire.  See our web site for topics and more details! 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY SEMINARS 
Photography seminars consist of a brief lecture, and 3 hours of supervised 
outdoor photography inside the wolf enclosure with photographer Monty Sloan.  
The wolves are in semi-natural habitat with trees, grass and water for fantastic 
photo opportunities.  Enrollment limited to 9 persons. 
 

KIDS’ SEMINARS AND DAY CAMPS  

Children’s seminars do NOT include interaction with our wolves.   
 

Curriculum varies, but all participants will learn about wolf behavior by watching 
our wolves through the fence, watch videos, make crafts, play games, and 
decorate a T-shirt to take home. 
 

Other activities, which may not be held at all camps/seminars, include watching 
(and/or helping) staff feed the animals, distribution of ice cube treats to the 
animals in summer, making toys, novelty items or treats for the animals, and 
more.   Older children may see the wolf/bison demonstration up close from the 
Wolf Park truck, and even meet our tame red foxes!  Meals, snacks, and drinks 
are provided: lunch for day camps, all meals for seminars. 
 

One-Day Camps run 9 am-5 pm, and cost $30 each.  Lunch is provided. 
 
 

Two-Day Camps run 9 am-5 pm on two consecutive days.  For ages 8-15.  $40 
covers both days.  Lunch is provided. 
 

Kids’ Seminars include an overnight (indoor) stay at Wolf Park!  $50 covers 
everything, including drinks, meals and a cookout (weather permitting).  
Participants also receive a book about wolves and a one-year single 
membership to Wolf Park.  Camp runs from 3 pm on Saturday to 3 pm on 
Sunday.  Participants need to bring their own supplies for an overnight stay. 
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www.wolfparkstore.com  
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(This is just a partial list!  Go to www.wolfparkst ore.com for current details!)  

 

FIVE DAY SEMINAR ($475 each) 
Five Day Wolf Behavior Seminar      August 9-13 

 

THREE DAY SEMINARS ($295 each) 
Wolf Intensive Weekend      May 19-21 
New Perspectives on Canid Behavior 
with Suzanne Clothier      June 2-4 

Wolf Intensive Weekend      October 13-15 
 

PHOTO SEMINARS ($175 each) 
March 18, 25; April 1, 15, 22 

 

KIDS’ SEMINARS ($50 each) 
June 24-25 (ages 13-15) 
July 29-30 (ages 11-12) 
August 5-6 (ages 9-10) 

 

KIDS’ ONE-DAY DAY CAMPS ($30 each) 
June 8 (ages 5-6) 

 

KIDS’ TWO-DAY DAY CAMPS ($40 each) 
June 29-30 (ages 8-15) 
July 13-14 (ages 8-15) 
August 2-3 (ages 8-15) 

 

Accommodations are extra (except for kids’ seminars). 
Seminars fill up, so reserve your spot now! 

REFUND POLICY 
PHOTOGRAPHY SEMINARS: Non-refundable payment in full is required to hold a spot.  There is a 
$25 fee to reschedule UNLESS the seminar was cancelled by Wolf Park.  In the event of cancellation, 
monies may be transferred to other photo seminars only. 
THREE AND FIVE DAY SEMINARS: A deposit of $100 holds a spot in five-day seminars; full payment 
is due one month before the seminar date.  Payment in full is required for three day seminars.  Cancel-
lations more than 2 months prior to the seminar will receive full refund; cancellations between 2 and 1 
months prior, half refund; cancellations less than 1 month prior will receive no refund. Monies paid will 
be considered a tax-deductible donation to Wolf Park and are not transferable to other seminars. 

CANCELLATION POLICY (For all seminars EXCEPT photography seminars) 
Wolf Park reserves the right to cancel a seminar if there are fewer than 5 participants registered as of 
30 days before the start of the seminar.  In the case of cancellation, we will refund registration fees in 
full, or the participant can choose to transfer into a different seminar.  

Seminar participants howl with the wolves. Photo by Monty Sloan 

All participants wishing to interact with the wolves must be at least 18 years old 
and able-bodied enough to withstand enthusiastic greeting from a 100-pound 
wolf.  Restrictions will apply. 
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     Wolf Park is always working to become bigger and better at what we do.  
Please consider helping us with our 2006 projects! 
     We are currently seeking funds to help us renovate the entry and exit 
ramps accessing our Visitors’ Center.  Our goal is to completely remake the 
ramps, replacing the wood with longer-lasting composite material, making 
the rise smoother and adding rest areas halfway up.  This will cost about 
$4,000 a ramp! 
     Our smaller “holding pens” at East Lake currently need an overhaul.  We 
want to reset the posts, restretch and reinstall the chain link, and add 
overhangs, as well as possibly merging the front two enclosures into a 
single larger enclosure.  This may end up costing upwards of $10,000. 
     You are making things happen!  We want to offer a big THANK YOU to 
everyone who donated to our freezer fund (and especially to Nicky Osypka-
Rubenstein’s exceptionally generous contribution)!!  With your help, we will 
be able to afford a new walk-in freezer, scheduled for installation sometime 
this summer.  THANK YOU!! 
     Also, the Greater Lafayette 
Communi t y  Foundat i on  and 
CenturyTel — along with nice people 
like you! — have made it possible for 
us to install a drinking fountain in the 
garden next to the fox enclosure — it 
should be in by the end of May! 

PLEASE HELP!  
(And thank you to those who 

have helped already!) 
 

Donate at 

www.wolfparkstore.com 
 

Or call (765) 567-2265! 
Thank you!! 
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Support Wolf Park’s mission and activities and get the opportunity to 
greet the hand-raised wolves by becoming a wolf sponsor.  A privilege of 
this program is the chance to meet a wolf first hand.  The personal bond 
between a real live wolf and her/his sponsors forms a bridge of concern 
for wolves in the wild, for which our wolves are am bassadors.  On behalf 
of the wolves in the wild and in captivity, we appr eciate your continued 
support through our various levels of membership, i ncluding the Adopt-
A-Wolf program.  
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Single  membership includes free admission for one to the Park for one 
year, a 10% discount on books in the gift shop, invitations to members-
only events, and our quarterly newsletter Wolf Park News. 

Family  memberships include all of the above plus free admission for 
up to 8 family members per visit for the year of me mbership. 

Group  memberships include free admission to the Park for up to 12 
members of a group on any one visit.  (These can be different members  
on each trip!)  Includes one copy of newsletter and materials (to share), 
and 10% discount on books in the gift shop. 

Adopt-A-Wolf includes family membership , plus a personalized 
Leader of the Pack Certificate with a photo of “you r” wolf and signed by 
the director.  You will have visiting privileges an d contact with your wolf 
during your sponsorship in most circumstances.  If your wolf is 
aggressive or shy, or for some reason we do not believe a visit would be a 
positive experience for you or your wolf, another w ill stand as proxy.  
You must be 18 or older to meet a wolf.  You will r eceive a life history of 
your wolf, quarterly updates and photos.  After the  spring shedding 
season you will receive a sample of wool from your wolf.  

 

Only the Adopt-A-Wolf program includes the opportunity to meet a wolf. 

 

 

Name:  ______________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ____________________________________________  
 
City: ________________________________________________ 
 
State: _________ Zip: _____________ Phone:  ____________ 

 
�  My check for $_____________________ is enclosed or  

Please make checks payable to: NAWPF or WOLF PARK   
 

You may charge my:     �  MASTERCARD      �  VISA CARD 
 
Account # ______________________  Expiration Date _ _________ 
 
Sign here: _________________________________________________ 

Your signature is required for MC and VISA charges.  
 

�-�#����*�����.��+���,��-�&�&'���*��3����"���-����� ��'���(!  

I plan to contribute my Adopt-A-Wolf  gift in:  

� ����"��)�-+��-�/��1�  ������� � �����+"��&��+���-�/�4�01���
Quarterly payments are accepted only via automatic withdrawal on Mastercard or Visa 

 

I would like to adopt _______________________________________ 
If you have no preference, a wolf will be selected for you.  
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Wolfgang is one of our 2005 puppies!  He 
and his brother Wotan are the newest 
additions to the main pack.  Wolfgang is 
handsome, with striking markings.  

Other wolves in the main pack: Tristan, Renki, Ruedi (males); Ayla, 
Kailani (females). 
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Mr. Basil, who broke his leg in October, is 
doing well.  Within three weeks he “felt well 
enough to cause trouble”, and began 
bouncing around looking for ways to get out 
of whatever area he was in.  Exiled to the 
indoors because his bandages could not 
get wet, Basil spent time first in the “puppy 
room”, the animal-proof indoor nursery 
where we rear the wolf pups (there were no 
pups inside at the time, of course).  
Because the puppy room is very small and 
boring, Basil took occasional excursions to 
the office, where he snuggled up under 
Amanda’s desk and went to sleep. 
     Basil also undertook excursions into the (intern-free) intern house, where he 
found a bed to hide under and refused to come out.  He also began making 
plans to scale or dismantle the barriers which kept him from leaving through the 
office’s front door.  Eventually we had to resort to a heavy metal baby gate, 
fastened with an extra chain! 
     Basil got his cast off on January 11.  While he was still under anesthesia 
after the removal, Amanda, Jess and Andrew went on a plucking spree.  Basil’s 
thick winter coat grew in as normal this year, but, as he has been spending all 
his time indoors, it was already shedding and starting to drop clumps of his 
traditional “poof” everywhere.  Taking advantage of the opportunity, the humans  
filled a trash bag with plucked Basil fluff while Baz snored away on the table and 
Dr. Becker watched, agog.  When he woke up, Basil was about four pounds 
lighter, and much thinner.  The humans paid special attention to the area of 
Basil’s “pantaloons”, where he is usually late to shed and gets mats in the 
summer...so his shoulders and neck still have fluff while his rear end is almost 
down to “summer coat”.  (“Plucking” refers to removal of fur that is already 
loose.  We did not pull any of Basil’s fur out.  Believe it or not, all that fur was 
ready to go on its own!) 
     With his cast gone, Basil was allowed to perambulate once again.  To 
celebrate, Amanda walled off a section of the observation building with 2x4s and 
chicken wire to create a huge enclosure where Basil could get some more 
exercise.  He was immediately entertained by the huge potted plants (places to 
dig!) and by the wall of large windows overlooking the wolf enclosure.  He was 
fascinated by the “big foxes”, and the wolves were delighted by the little 
wiggling, squeaking thing that was dancing behind the big windows and waving 
its paws at them.  Both species stared at their new “television channel”.  Pat 
opined that the wolves could now watch the “Fox Network”. 
     Dear little Devon continues to get occasional hotspots, and is currently 
wandering around with a healing spot on one toe, but otherwise has a thick 
winter coat and does not seem bothered.  Ember is pleasing us all by being our 
model “normal” fox, and (so far) not exhibiting any strange symptoms or 
exploding at odd intervals.  Both girls still enjoy sniffing towels and things that 
Basil has touched, and they are both overjoyed to share in Basil Mice. 
     We wanted to make sure Basil got enough calcium in his diet so he could 
form some new bone, and so we are feeding him whole, frozen, mice, which are 
as close as you can get to a complete diet in one small handy package.  
Amanda even went so far as to purchase a box of 300 pre-frozen mice from a 
company that specializes in frozen rodents.  With such a bounty available, there 
has been extra to share with the girls.  While Basil, who is hungry, is very 
businesslike with his mice and either eats them or caches them, the girls squeak 
and chitter and paw over the mice, racing around the enclosure with them, 
pouncing on them, and stealing them from each other. 
     One day, Jess gave a mouse to Ember, who ran off with it.  Devon came up 
to take Ember’s mouse and Jess promptly waved at Devon and called her over 

for her own mouse.  Devon took 
her mouse and prepared to race 
off.  Then she stopped, 
appeared to think about 
something, came back and 
looked up at Jess.  Devon 
grinned at Jess around her 
mouse with the most delighted 
expression.  “I got one!”  Then 
she ran off. 

Basil is environmentally 
enriched by a chair. 

Photo by Florian 
Raschka 

Devon, Ember, and pumpkin. Photo by Monty Sloan 
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ECHO is still outgoing, occasionally in startling 
ways. One of our volunteers, who was helping 
out in the internless interval we had in 
December, reported Echo’s amazing ability to 
suction hotdog “boats” loaded with peanut butter 
and supplements through the fence.  Despite 
her age (nearly fourteen), she is taking this 
winter in stride, insulated in a plush fur coat. 
 

In the early part of the winter, MISKA was able 
to back MARION off. We noticed him 
threatening her and even biting her when she 

came up to get her hotdog piece when SENECA and Miska got their 
Cosequin. Marion must have been impressed – she was hesitant about 
approaching while Miska was there for a good part of December. Then 
in late January, she began to smell enchanting. Seneca started 
following her attentively and Miska had to retreat and keep out of her 
way. She seemed to take special pleasure in following him around and 
getting him into trouble with Seneca. Seneca himself may have suffered 
from Marion’s temper in late 2005. We noticed he had a fat lip. Other 
than that he seemed to be glad to see us but when he and Marion 
began mating and poor Miska was lupus non grata we opted to stay out 
of the enclosure until Seneca did not request and require all of Marion’s 
attention for himself. 
 

ORCA enjoyed his Christmas treat bag 
because it was loaded with food. He also 
enjoyed getting straw for his huts but he 
insisted on micromanaging its placement 
and would not let Gale take it to the one 
we thought he was actually using. Orca 
has been dragging his hind legs again. 
At the time of this writing, he can still 
bear his own weight for a while if assisted to his feet. Our vet has 
examined him and he has had some craniosacral therapy. Once again 
the areas where he drags his hind legs when moving about must be 
padded with straw. His attitude when it first happened was grumpy but 
after the vet’s visit we started rewarding him for standing and since he 
was also being dieted stringently (he’d gotten chubby) he was willing to 
do some work for treats. The vet thinks he may regain his ability to get 
up and walk unaided so we are giving him “tincture of time,” sling 
therapy and monitoring him for abrasions of his knuckles. 
 

ECLIPSE has been coming up for petting from people she has known 
for a while, but she still takes a long time to approach and take hotdogs 
from the interns when they hand out supplements.  She regularly joins 
the East Lake Choral Society when it is time to vocally defend her 
territory (by howling) and, when switched to a new enclosure, eagerly 
overwrites all the previous owners’ “graffiti”. 
 

KIRI and SOCRATES were also helpful about 
dissecting their bale of straw and spreading it 
around. The only problem was they spread it 
around outside the huts. They got one of the 
largest enclosures at East Lake for most of the 
breeding season so they could act as a “buffer” 
between the various little packs and factions, so 
the greatest antagonists could not directly see 
each other.  Kiri could still make the vocalization 
that sounds as if he is saying “Rooooo” at the 
beginning of winter, but, now, like Echo, and like 
Ursa in her last few years, he is unable to howl 

out loud. We do not know if he will still be able to “roo” audibly by spring, 
but loss of voice does not seem to have impaired his ability to impress 
Socrates when he needs to. 
 

ERIN and CHETAN, now known 
as “the Fluffies”, occupied the 
newest enclosure at East Lake 
and made good use of the 
automatic waterer during the 
frigid spell in early December. 
While we were going around, 
beating on ice in buckets or 
upending them to cascade water 
over their bottoms to pop the ice out of them, we were always glad to go 
over to Erin and Chetan’s enclosure and see that the waterer never 
froze.  Away from pointy puppies, Erin seems to have mellowed a little.  
A few times we have seen her tail hanging straight down in a completely 
relaxed fashion.  The tense, cross expression which she wore so often 
in the pack is seldom in evidence now.  Not that she has turned into a 
saccharine couch pillow.  She fence fights with Marion and Karin as 
opportunity allows and when that happens she shows she has a tail and 
is not afraid to flourish it.  Chetan usually has to wait around twenty 
minutes at feeding time before Erin decides to cede the food, or some of 
it, to him. His rump has healed up from the bites inflicted by the young 
wolves, and he is getting bouncy with visitors.  For the first time in years 
it is common for him to jump on people to say “hi.”  A few times we have 
seen him assert himself over Erin, so he will probably figure out any 
week now that he can “be king in his own house” if he cares to. 
 

KARIN and APOLLO greatly enjoyed dissecting 
the bale of straw we brought for their huts before 
we could get it near the huts. We provide straw 
for our older wolves to use as insulation in their 
shelters but pretty much everyone seems to 
regard straw as a toy instead of a pillow.  Karin 
sheared through the baling twine with her teeth 
and she and Apollo pawed the “flakes” of straw 
apart and marked them. Gale and I carried the 
marked straw to their huts and Gale got the 
dustier job of fluffing it up. Apollo and Karin also 

ended up with a heap of straw just inside their gate which we saw them 
use for basking in the sun. 
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Kodi and Katia had their annual physicals and all appears 
to be well.  Katia is manifesting tiny puzzling “owies” upon 
her legs.  They do not seem to come from any obvious 
source — we have scoured the dogs’ enclosure for 
anything sharp, and there isn’t anything — and they heal 
up pretty promptly.  We suspect she may be taking 
lessons from Devon the fox, who also has a Puzzling Skin 
Problem which isn’t doing any harm other than making the 
humans tear out their hair and read obscure medical 
textbooks. 
     Kodi has an endearing habit of “singing” to people who 
are wandering about within sight of his enclosure.  It’s not 
barking, or howling, and sadly it is not quite the strange 
yodeling noise that New Guinea Singing Dogs are known 
for — we haven’t heard that yet — but he makes short 
little “Oooo” noises in various tones, hoping to attract 
some attention.  It’s a charming little habit, and no doubt 
he’s been rewarded for it many times as people just can’t 
seem to resist going over and smiling at a little brown dog 
making “Oooo” noises at them. 

Kodi. Photo by 
Monty Sloan 

Katia. Photo by 
Monty Sloan Eclipse. Photo by Monty Sloan 

Echo. Photo by Monty Sloan 

Apollo. Photo by Monty Sloan 

Orca. Photo by Monty Sloan 

Erin and Chetan duet howl. Photo by Monty Sloan 
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(Continued from page 1) 
to stop doing so.  The wolves were telling us that they needed something 
changed — so we set out to change it. 
     We had several options at this point.  We could choose to remove Ayla 
and Kailani.  This would remove Erin’s most convenient target for 
aggression but would not stop the boys (read: Ruedi) chewing on Erin 
during her inattentive moments and continuing to add 
to her stress.  Removing the boys would reduce the 
aggression between them and Erin (of course), but Erin 
would still be picking on Ayla and Kailani.  Also, if we 
are going to remove wolves from the main pack, we 
would prefer to remove older animals.  Ayla, Kailani, 
Renki, Ruedi, Wotan and Wolfgang are all young and 
have many years ahead of them — we’d rather they 
spend as many as possible in the environment of the 
main pack. 
     Removing Erin conveniently removed the crux of 
most of the aggression, both eliminating the primary 
harasser of Ayla and Kailani and the target of the boys’ 
metaphorical hair-pulling.  Also, Chetan is Erin’s 
preferred mate, so Erin would have an available, 
compatible male to travel with her to East Lake.  
(Removing Chetan, who had had a long and happy life 
in the main pack and was probably looking forward to 
some peace and quiet at East Lake, was a given.) 
     On November 22, staff invited Chetan to slip into 
the airlock with them, and he went for a peaceful little walk around the 
dam to East Lake.  He appeared jaunty, and did not seem to mind at all 
being put into a smaller enclosure.  Erin joined him shortly thereafter and 
they immediately set to marking. 
     It took Ayla and Kailani about two days before they realized that Mom 
wasn’t going to appear suddenly out of the foliage and bite them.  Within a 
week they were fully reintegrated into the pack, playing with their brothers 
and even (in Kailani’s case) carefully courting and making “goo goo eyes” 
at Tristan.  Ayla is still, to an extent, a “squeak toy” for Wotan and 
Wolfgang, but without Erin in there escalating events, the boys usually do 
no more than poke.  Ayla hangs out with the pack and the peninsula, 
where the girls were “exiled” for so long, is empty and silent now. 
     This winter the Reasonably Happy Pack has been reworking their 
relationships. With Erin and Chetan retired to East Lake, Ayla and Kailani 
were free to mingle with Tristan, Renki, Ruedi, Wolfgang and Wotan.  
During their near-exile on the peninsula, Ayla was the higher ranking 
sister.  But when Erin started swimming to the peninsula to “thump” her 
daughters, Kailani usually jumped into the water and swam away.  
Sometimes Ayla did likewise, but she also sometimes stayed on the 
peninsula, where Erin, often accompanied by the pups (especially Wotan) 
harassed and threatened her.  Sometimes the little brothers just hung out 
with their older half sisters on the peninsula, but Ayla was acquiring an 
unpleasant interaction history with Wolfgang and Wotan. 
     During the last few days of November and the first few of December, 
Ayla was dominant over Kailani, doing things such as suppressing Kailani 
when she tried to approach Tristan.  Both girls appeared to have “set their 
caps” for him and were eager to approach.  Ayla not only bowed and 
submitted, she goosed, swatted, and yanked Tris’ tail.  Tristan does not 

like effusive rowdy behavior from 
females (perhaps it reminds him 
of Marion), and he threatened 
Ayla.  Her response seemed to 
be “Oh, dear, he’s mad. I’d better 
appease harder.“ 
     Meanwhile, Wotan and to a 
lesser extent, Wolfgang, were 
harassing both girls.  Kailani was 
more adept at turning these bouts 

into play.  Ayla, frightened and angry, unintentionally egged her brothers 
on by acting like a victim.  It is a rule of thumb in wolf packs that, if you act 
like a victim, you will be treated like a victim. This gave Kailani an 
advantage when Ayla tried to dominate her and it gave her an edge when 
she tried her paw at dominating Ayla instead.  Tristan met Kailani’s 
overtures, which were less rowdy than Ayla’s were, with mild favor.  We 

even saw him occasionally playing with her and began 
to tentatively class them as “An Item” for our gossip 
column. 
     By the end of 2005 Kailani was clearly the new 
alpha female.  She was a fairly benign alpha.  
Gradually, Ayla began to be less of a target for the little 
brothers and she also seemed to be learning to act less 
like a victim, but she did not overcome Kailani’s 
advantage.  Though both girls are showing interest in 
the boys, we do not expect any wolf puppies this spring 
as all of the wolves in the main pack, being closely 
related to one another, are sterilized. 
     The Christmas tree was an object of wonder and 
amazement for the puppies, but what was a matter of 
wonder and amazement for us was how mannerly the 
pack was with it.  Where Marion would have screamed 
COWABUNGA! and leapt into the upper branches, the 
wolves politely lifted off ornaments within reach and 
contemplated those out of reach, not quite daring to 
rise up and put their paws on the branches.  We 

humans were coaxed by limpid golden eyes into lifting prized treats down 
and putting them in reach.  There was also a certain amount of silliness 
involving wolves and plush faux-antlers of the sort used to embarrass 
dogs around Christmas, but we will draw a veil over that episode. 

A heavy-duty bagless vacuum 
cleaner, or a shop vac 
 

Rubber gloves in all sizes 
 

Glass cleaner, toilet paper, dish soap, 
paper towels 
 

55-gallon heavy duty “drum liner” 
plastic bags 
 

1/2” three-ring binders with clear 
outside pockets 
 

Six-foot rung folding (A-shaped) 
fiberglass or aluminum ladders 
 

“Medium size” pet carrier for our foxes 
(PLEASE CALL before donating) 

8.5x11” copy paper 
 

Large abrasive scouring pads and 
heavy-duty brushes for cleaning algae 
off of metal splash tanks 
 

Basic hand tools: Phillips head 
screwdrivers; standard socket sets 
3/8” and 1/2”, shallow and deep 
socket; hammers; heavy duty wire 
cutters; pliers 
 

Stamps — 39 cents and 25 cents 
 

Please DO NOT SEND WOLF 
TREATS!  They make our wolves very 

round! 

If you have some old equipment you aren’t using, 
consider donating it to a good cause! Any item you can 
donate will be greatly appreciated.  For more 
information, please contact us at (765) - 567 - 2265. 
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Wotan, Ruedi and Renki reflect upon past events. Photo by Monty Sloan 

Ruedi chews on Tristan’s ear. Photo by Monty Sloan 

Ruedi and Renki. Photo by Monty Sloan 
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Since our wolves are fed whole carcasses, they often have “leftovers”.  
Before they are removed at regular cleanup, the “leftovers” can attract 
scavengers, usually flocks of tiny generic brown birds.  The birds 
provide almost as much entertainment for the wolves as do the 
“leftovers”; the wolves, especially the younger ones, enjoy stalking and 
rushing the birds, sending them flying into the air in a fluttering cloud.  
Wotan, in particular, engaged in a lot of bird stalking this year, and 
spawned this poem, after the style of the kids’ poem “I See the Moon”: 

 
 

I see the birds. 
The birds see me. 

Now the birds are up high 
In the cottonwood tree. 

I look up 
From the far off ground. 

I’ll be ready for them 
When they come back down. 

 
 

Pat’s Poetry Corner is the official Poetry Corner of the 2006 All-Weasel 
Olympics and Synchronized Spitting Competition.  Light, loose clothing is 
recommended, except on national holidays.  Do not operate with airbags 
deployed.  Setting “B” has been known to cause cognitive dissonance in mice 
and is not intended for consumer use.  Sightings of large, radioactive lizards 
reading Pat’s Poetry Corner have been conclusively disproved as the result of 
hoaxes, swamp gas, or stale “Milk Duds”. 
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Thank you to each and every person who has helped us this season!  
Remember, it is YOU, our members, who make what we do possible! 

Charlene Abraham 
Cathleen Amador 
Sandy Anderson 
Janet Beasley 

Richard Bernardoni 
Nancy Biglow 
Anne Bilinski 

Veronica Blann 
Vicki Briggs 
Jim Brining 

Marian Brock 
Jean Brooks 

Will & Shelley Brown 
Terri Bumgardner 
Gordon Burghardt 
Carol & Tom Butler 
Beverly Caliendo 
Marjorie Campbell 
Betty Chapman 

Blair Animal Clinic 
R W Coble 

Joleen & Leon Cole 
Ken Collins 

Raymond Coppinger 
Norma Correll 
Anne Crawford 
Ron Crowell 

Frank Cuncich 
Allen Davies 
Susie Davis 
Phil DePoy 

Marilyn Devitt 
Burton Dicus 
Elsi Dodge 
Tania Doran 
Lora Durr 

Shirley Dwyer 
Pat Dyar 

Don & Celeste Dybeck 
Emma Eby 

Nancy Eggert 
Bryon Elliott 
Sue Ettelson 
John Ewing 

Marcia Farley 
Dan Fay 

Susan Fisher 
Alice Fitzgerald 
Kate Fitzpatrick 

Marc Folker 
Margareta Fong 

William & Susan Forbes 
Patricia Ford 

Anita Freeman 
The Fuchses 
Heidi Fulcher 
John Fuller 

Karla & Erich 
Gandsmuller 

Denisa & Craig Garner 
Gail Gilmore 

Martha Gormley 
Lynn Grabelle 

Mary & George 
Grabianowski 
James Green 

Debra Greulich 
Sharon Grow 

Susan Hammock 
Peter & Loretta Hartwic 

Susan Hochgraber 
Harold Hodges 

Virginia Hoffmann 
Carol Holan 

Ann Holt 
Herb & Debbie Holt 

Patricia & Steven Hooley 
Linda Hrebik 
Linda Huge 
Sue Hull 

Kathy Jaskulski 
Janice Jenkins 
Tina Jenkins 

Joni Johnson-Godsy 
Janyse & Bette-Jean 

Jones 
Bill & Cheri Karn 

John Kimsey 
Linda Knight 
Cheryl Kruse 
Helene Kuhn 

Tim & Karen Kunkelman 
Lisette Lewis 
Janet Lidle 

Merlin Llewelyn-Pratt 
John MacArthur 
Bernice Maertz 
Jean Mansen 

Edmund Manwell 
Debra Marberg 

Anthony Matelock 
Mary McCoy 

Carol McCullough 
Nancy McDonald 
Glenda McGlothlin 
Robert McLaughlin 

Raymond McVicker Jr 
Nadia Mead 
Cody Michael 

Bob & Eleanor Miller 
Theresa Miller 

Jen Morelli 
Joyce Morris 

Patricia Mortell 
Jack Munsee 
Kendra Myers 
Mary O'Hara 
Mary Jo Patel 

Bill Perrin 
Lisa Pertzoff 

John Peterson 
John Phillips 

Victoria Pickering 
Valerie Pierro 
Nick Prentoff 

Kathy Preziosi 

Phyllis Price 
Lisa Proske 

William & Thelma Pyatt 
Pat Rains 

Jude Rakowski 
Carolyn Rhynearson 
Susan Richardson 
Joyce Robinson 
Kean Robinson 

William Robinson 
Emma Rollett 

Joseph & Bette 
Rubinstein 

LaVerne & Jeanette 
Ryman 

Madeleine Savary 
George Searfodd 

Allen & Donna Segrist 
Joe Seibert 

Georgia Sellari 
Janet & Evan Shaad 

Kevin & Diane Shriver 
Joan Silaco 

James & Rosella Sites 
Charles Spangler 
Doris Spencer 
Eileen Stack 
Judy Stevens 
Nancy Stock 

Marcia Storms 
Matt Stoughton 
Vena Sunland 
Jim Tedesco 
Kelley Tees 
Joy Telford 
David Truett 
Betty Truitt 
Eldon Ulrich 
John F Urban 

Susanne Van Den Bosch 
Angelique Vergeer 

Peter Waser 
Jane, Alan & Andrew 

Webb 
Katharina Werner 
Joan & Al Wich 
Thurman Wilson 
Lawrence Wise 
Jim Yearwood 

Jacquelyn Zehring 
 
 

With special thanks to: 
Nicky Osypka-
Rubenstein 

The Banky LaRocque 
Foundation 
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Every year, some extremely nice people descend on Wolf Park, offering that 
most valuable of resources — their time.  Volunteers visit for as little as a few 
hours a week to every day; practicums spend a month; and interns, the Park’s 
most important resource, generously donate three months of their time.  In re-
turn, the Park provides them all with an unparalleled opportunity for both re-
search and fun, as they interact with the Park wolves, give tours, do landscaping 
and repair, exhaust the Park library and talk with the staff. 

German Alonso Obando is back for his second breeding season internship, 
from his home in Colombia. He is a comparative linguist and has translated 
texts about wildlife. He has a deep interest in wolves and other canids. 
 
Philipp Krupczynski is back from Germany, for his fourth internship at Wolf 
Park, including a previous breeding season. He recently graduated from the 
University of Freiburg with a “Diplom”, the equivalent of a Masters degree 
here. He plans to pursue a PhD in wildlife ecology or animal behavior. 
 
Jenna Malek is a breeding season intern from Connecticut, and is freshly 
graduated from the University of Maine Orono, in Marine Science. She is 
planning to pursue a career in wildlife and education. 
 
Sarah Brundle also participated in the breeding season internship since 
graduating from the University of Hawaii Manoa with a degree in Biology. She 
is interested in pursuing a career in wildlife conservation through the non-
profit sector. 
 
Alejandra Ramos-Gonzalez came to Wolf Park from Mexico, where she is 
involved in a research project working on California Condor conservation. She 
has a Bachelor’s degree in biology from the Autonomous University in Baja 
California, and a certificate in Environmental Education from Hamline 
University in Minnesota. She plans to go on to get her PhD in animal behavior 
or reproductive biology. 
 
Ryan Miller spent most of January at Wolf Park as a practicum. He is a junior 
in Biology at DePauw University in Indiana. He hopes to pursue graduate 
studies at Indiana University’s School of Public and Environmental Affairs. 
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Wolf Park is a unique research 
and education facility located 
just outside Battle Ground, 
Indiana.  Its hand-raised wolves, 
foxes and coyote and its herd of 
more than a dozen American 
bison give visitors opportunities 
available nowhere else: 
 

� WATCH THE HUNT 
View effective antipredator 
behavior by bison in the wolf-
bison demonstration each 
Sunday at 1:00 pm, May-
November. 
 

� HOWL WITH THE PACK 
Hear wolves howl from less than 
10 feet away during Howl 
Nights, Friday May-November, 
Saturday year-round, at 7:30 
pm. 
 

� MEET A WOLF 
Meet a wolf, fox or coyote face-
to-face via our Adopt-A-Wolf 
program.  (See page 4 for more 
details!) 
 
Wolf Park also features guided tours, educational 
programs, talks on behavior and communication, 
"fox talks", wolf behavior and photography 
seminars, videos, slideshows, kids' activities and 
volunteer programs, a gift shop, and much more. 
 
Check out our web site, www.wolfpark.org , for 
more information! 
 
Join the pack -- become a member of Wolf Park 
and get up close and personal with one of the 
world’s most misunderstood predators! 
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Wolves spend a lot of 
time digging.  They bury 
(or cache) food for later 
use.  In the spring they 

dig new dens, or 
renovate old ones.  In the 

summer, they make 
“resting scrapes”, digging 
up patches of bare earth 

which is cooler to lie 
upon than the sun-

warmed topsoil. 
 

Wolves also dig into 
rodent or rabbit holes to 

try to retrieve their 
inhabitants.  In their 

excitement, the wolves 
may try to cram 

themselves into a hole 
only six inches high. 

 
Whatever is in the hole 
that this young wolf has 

found, it is certainly 
interesting! 

 

Check out more 
wolf facts at 

www.wolfpark.org! 

Directions to Wolf Park:  
 

To reach WOLF PARK from Interstate 65, take the exit for Indiana State Road 
43 North (Brookston, West Lafayette Exit # 178).  Go north on 43 a mile to 
State Road 225.  Turn right (east) and go about 2 miles directly into Battle 
Ground. Drive straight through town, cross the railroad tracks and stay to the 
left.  Drive one long block to Jefferson St. and turn left. Follow Jefferson St. 
about 1 1/2 miles until you come to a large sign on your right for WOLF PARK. 
We are just 1/4 mile up the gravel drive. 

Tristan and a bison “play peek-a-boo”. 
Bison have a huge visual field — this one can clearly see 
Tristan trying to sneak up behind it, and is unworried. 

Photo by Monty Sloan 


