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Wolf Park’s Seminars - 
Something for Everyone! by Pat Goodmann 

Our seminar participants are not limited to the people who take
them for professional enhancement. Folks professionally involved in
animal behavior routinely find things of value in our seminars, but
so do people who are passionate amateurs. Networking for profes-
sional reasons takes place informally during seminar breaks,
dinners, and morning wolf watches. But it’s not uncommon for new
friendships to be forged based on your new acquaintances not
thinking you are zany for your fascination with wolves, or the fact
that they regard this fascination as a badge of honor. You may
meet someone you decide is a brother or sister from whom you
were separated at birth.

Just because the seminars are more fun than humans should be
allowed to have doesn’t mean you won’t get your intellect stretched
and strengthened. You might learn to identify and check your
basic assumptions. You might find out how we know what we know,
and what we don’t know. When your brain glazes over, you will
enjoy relaxing and chatting with your fellow seminarians at a
supper hosted by Monty Sloan. (Get a dog fix while you
are there.)

Going in with wolves is a
highlight of our seminars.
Besides the pleasure of
being with wolves you may
experience an interesting
perceptual phenomena: not
only are things in the rearview
car mirror closer than they
appear, many people tell us that
wolves seem larger when you
are in the enclosure with them.
Especially if you are nose-to-nose
with one. “Why, Grandma, what an
enormous head you have!”

A seminar is a place to escape
the world for a while. Does the
economic news of the day get
you down? Forget human
economics for the duration.
Learn what life is like in an
elk or moose economy. Why
do predators sometimes kill
in excess of their immediate
needs? What are their
immediate needs? What
do wolves mean by a bull or
bear market? Watching the
wolves and chatting with
kindred spirits shortly after
sunrise is often one of the
best times to ask questions
and explore answers. Hear
the wolves howl. Step
outside the lecture room
during breaks to watch
wolves and you may see
curious wolves watching you
right back.

The Behavior Intensive Seminar
It is offered in February, despite
the cold weather, because it is a
time of high wolf activity,
especially social interactions. It
is an opportunity to see a lot of
behavior in a relatively short
time. Since it is offered in the
breeding season, this is the
only seminar where we

cannot promise going in with the
wolves, because this could be too disruptive

to the pack, but there is more wolf watching time
scheduled than in most of our other seminars. It is a
chance to watch wolves in full winter coat cavort on a

frozen pond and, if we are lucky, there will be
snow for them to romp in. Though the seminar’s
lectures are not limited to courtship and mating
behavior, this topic is emphasized because that is
what the wolves are doing at this time of year. If
the wolves mate or fight during a lecture, lectures
may be temporarily suspended and a recess
declared, so that we can watch. There are also
scheduled observations periods close to dawn and
dusk when the wolves are likely to be active.
Continue to page 4

Seminar Features



• A keepsake of the animal’s hair
• Special educational session

about wolf visits
• Personal visits with animal or

“stand in” animal (restrictions apply)

• Optional photo documentation of
the visit 

• Free admission to park for you
and your family

Adopt a Wolf Program

Sponsor Benefits
One Year Sponsorship is $175
• Select a wolf, fox coyote or bison

to sponsor
• Receive quarterly updates and

photos 
• Our Wolf Park quarterly

newsletter 
• Invitations to special events

We had some really cold weather in

Indiana in January. It was -26

degrees Centigrade (- 11 degrees

Fahrenheit) one morning. We had

just a few inches of snow, enough to

make Monty happy to take hundreds

of pictures of our wolves in winter.

The wolves, bison, coyotes and

foxes are all dressed for the cold

weather, while we humans bundle

up and still shiver. Despite the

intense cold, our winter wolf

programs have been well attended.

There are always some intrepid

souls who come out to see the

wolves and hear them howl.

A wild coyote lives right across the

fence behind my house, despite

being barked at constantly by our

German shepherd Lexi. So far our

cats have not disappeared. Either

they can tell the difference between

dogs and coyotes, or perhaps it

is an example of “Burgfrieden,” a

German word that means “peace

of the castle”. This refers to an

observation that predators do not

hunt prey near their den or home. I

will see if this continues to hold true.

On the national scene, I was

especially waiting for Barack

Obama’s appointment for Secretary

of Interior – the person ultimately

responsible for the fate of our wild

wolves. I suggest you go onto the

Internet and read about the Senate

confirmation hearing on Colorado

Senator Ken Salazar, a rancher

who was nominated as the new

Secretary of the Interior. He

pledged to clean up the mess at

the Department of Interior, where

there has been unethical behavior

happening for several years now

which is finally being investigated.

Salazar had nothing to say on

the protection of grey wolves. In

general, conservation organizations

expect that the environment will fare

much better under the Obama

administration. Secretary Salazar

has the reputation of being a person

of integrity who is well respected

by his colleagues on both sides of

the aisles.

On Isle Royale the winter research

has begun in the 51st year of this

longstanding project. We are very

interested in this research which is

directed by Dr. John Vucetich, who

succeeded Dr. Rolf Peterson when

he retired but who stays involved.

Both went to the island this winter,

typically staying from January 15

through March 4. You can follow

their research on line. Go to

isleroyalewolf.org and click on

'Winter Study 2009'. It has descrip-

tions of their work, journal entries,

and photos.

Meanwhile, global warning is having

an effect on Isle Royale, as well as

other ecosystems all over the world.

For example, the rapid melting of

glaciers on Greenland is resulting 

n rising sea levels that endanger

not only polar bears who need ice

to be able to hunt seals, but also

threatens a number of islands in

the Pacific ocean that are in danger

of being flooded. It will take

immediate action by governments

around the world to ease global

warming. Some scientists fear that

it may already be too late. I hope

that the Obama administration, with

all of our support, will be a leader

and set an example to the world

with its commitment to fighting

global warming.

I want to once more call attention to

Thomas Friedman’s book "Hot, Flat

and Crowded" that not only points

out the dangers to our planet, but

even better, it lists the actions we

can take to prevent the disaster that

faces all of human kind. Why am I

writing about this in our Wolf Park

newsletter? Because saving wolves

and their ecosystems must be seen

as part of the big picture in saving

space ship Earth, the only home we

humans (and wolves) have.

Editorial Dr. Erich Klinghammer

WolfPark.org ⎢ 2 ⎢

Interns Winter 2009 

Abby Carr is an intern from
Rochester, New York, who is
spending the late winter and early
spring with us. She is working on a
degree in Zoology at State
University of New York Oswego. She
hopes to eventually work with large
carnivores, perhaps in a facility that
does captive breeding.

Linda Casson is a winter intern
who traveled here from the UK.
Linda completed her BS in Zoology
at the University of Bristol. She is
especially interested in animal
behavior, which brought her to Wolf
Park. She hopes to find a job in the
conservation field, especially
working with large mammals.

Jessica Kaplan-Bie is an intern
that hails from Massachusetts. She
is planning on majoring in animal
behavior and environmental studies
when she starts college in the fall.
She hopes her passion for wolves

will lead her to a job in the conser-
vation field. While at Wolf Park she
is applying to many different
schools! 

Kelly Stafford came to Wolf Park
from San Diego, California, so this
snowy cold winter has been quite an
experience for her. Kelly is very
interested in dogs and behavior, and
came to assist with the breeding
season watch to learn about wolf
behavior. She hopes to have a
career in training dogs.

Wei Tan is a winter intern who came
to Wolf Park from Singapore via
Canada where he attends Red Deer
College. Wei is studying wildlife
science with hopes of following in
the footsteps of someone like Sigurd
Olson, the famous naturalist of the
North Woods. He spent time also
studying at the Audubon Center of
the North Woods in Minnesota,
which led him to his internship at
Wolf Park.

Karin passed away peacefully late

this fall. The necropsy showed she

was riddled with cancer. She is

survived by Apollo, her mate of many

years, and her offspring, Eclipse,

Chetan, and Marion, and her brother

Orca. She will not be forgotten. For a

full obituary go to:

wolfpark.org/memoriam_Karin.html



Main Pack Updates by Pat Goodmann

Tristan and Kailani are “an item.”
Probably Kailani is more determined
that they are “an item,” at this point
than is Tristan. He still finds Kailani
resistible, and will until she is fully in
season, but in the mean time Kailani
makes sure she is not ignorable:
“Pokepokepoke, chase me chase
me, can’t catch me, pokepokepoke.”

Wolfgang and Kailani are also “an
item.” Probably Wolfgang is more
determined that they are “an item” at
the time of this writing than is
Kailani. He seems to have vivid
memories of her smelling irresistible.

Wotan strikes “muscle poses” for
Kailani and frequently gets chased
and snapped at by her for his
trouble. He is also watching his step
around brother Wolfgang, who is
firmly slotted into the number two
position among the males and
reminds Wotan, Ruedi, and Renki of
this repeatedly. Wotan is very happy
to have visits from human friends,
and is delighted when Kailani gives
him a friendly greeting or, very occa-
sionally, plays with him.
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KailaniTristan

Ruedi

Renki

Wolfgang

Wotan

Renki has found that it is useful to
hang around near Kailani, who may
squelch Wotan. Though I am sure
she does this for her own purposes,
Renki has found that he can benefit
from it.

Ruedi is affectionate with human
friends and alert to opportunities to
steal treats from their pockets. He is
not above nibbling holes in their
pockets if they don’t watch him.
When flattened by Wolfgang or
Wotan, he submits, and then, like a
Weeble, he pops right back up. His
personality appears to allow him to
whole heartedly enjoy any pleasure
that comes his way, and not glare at
Wolfgang and Wotan or make
unfortunate remarks to them, or get
in trouble by looking for opportuni-
ties to rush in and bite them, as a
certain Renki sometimes does.



Wolves for Artists is a good choice
for someone who is interested in
wolves and wildlife art. You need
not be a professional artist to
participate, although many partici-
pants are professionals. Butcher
for art: learn anatomy from road
killed deer. Enjoy our collection of
bones. It does include going in
with wolves so you can take
photographs for future reference.
You can also run your hands over
some wolves to become familiar
with the feel of their fur and
muscles, and get a close look at
those big paws. Learn technique
from guest artist Jan Martin
McGuire who is very skilled and
very patient and very generous
about sharing her knowledge. Take
time to sit and sketch, and enjoy
getting to know other artists.
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Behavior and Management of
Captive Wolves is five days of in
depth coverage of wolf behavior,
specializing in how to keep
captive wolves, healthy, mentally
stimulated, and to interact with
them safely while staying aware that
they are wild animals, not

In 2009 we are offering something a little different. We
realize that people are more pressed for time and
money than ever. So we are making some one-day
Mini-Intensives, for people who can’t manage a three
day intensive weekend or the five-day in depth

immersion. We will be offering these special one day
seminars, which do include a session inside the wolf

enclosure, on the topics of Wolf Conservation and Dogs and
Wolves. It would be a great introduction to the seminar experience.

Photography Seminars and
Photo Shoots are a chance to
practice your photography skills.
Even experienced photographers
find Monty Sloan’s lecture on
the how-to of wildlife photography
useful. For those who have heard
Monty’s lectures, or have picked
up the how-to they need elsewhere,
we offer Photo Shoots which offer
more time for photography inside
the enclosure. Like all seminars,
both Photography Seminars and
Photo Shoots have a mandatory
safety orientation program, where
you learn to read wolf body
language, subtle signals that a wolf
may want you to cede them some
more space or stop something you
are doing.

Seminars with
Suzanne
Clothier are
different
every year
though she
always
anticipates
that partici-
pants want
to learn to
improve
and
deepen
their rela-

tionships with other
species. There is always time for
laughter and the unexpected.

Suzanne has a cornucopia of
methods to get people to question

Dr. Raymond Coppinger’s seminar,
Dog Behavior: Innate,
Developmental or Emergent,
focuses on how dogs came to be
domesticated, and their differences
from and similarities to wolves.
Many of us grew up with the
“archeo-anthropological scenario” of
how we got dogs: some of our
ancestors were sitting around a
campfire and one of them suddenly
had a brain cell fire off the
notion: “Dogs! What a good
idea! Let’s go steal some wolf
pups and start making dogs!”
Ray makes an excellent case
that, while our ancestors
undoubtedly did rear wolf pups
occasionally, that is NOT how we
got dogs.

The emphasis of Ray’s seminar
varies; in the last few years he spent
more time on cognition in dogs. Is
what goes on in their heads what
we would call thinking? How do they
think? Are their thought processes
at all like ours? During breaks Ray
is thronged by eager questioners.
You can get a micro-seminar by
hanging around and listening to him
answering the questions. His favorite
response to questions is “Do you
want the short answer or the long
one?” Lots of laughing takes the
edge off your brain hurting from the
new ways you begin to think about
dogs, genetics, and what behavior
really is.

Note: Dates for Ray’s 2009 seminar have
not been finalized, but we hope to host
him in November. Check back with us for
a firm date.

Canid Behavior with Ken McCort:
Ken is a cross-over trainer, one who
started out using not only praise
and other rewards, but also choke
collars, corrective jerks on the leash,
and a whole arsenal of tools that
relying on suppressing behavior by
the threat of inflicting discomfort.
When he discovered the
scientific basis

In Conclusion
Our mission at Wolf Park is to
educate people about wolves. This
is our effort to help in their conser-
vation– people who know wolves
usually love wolves. We also want to
help people understand animal
behavior better, especially canid
behavior. If we can make a lot of
better, happier dog owners in the
process, that is wonderful too. We
would love for all our members to
make a pilgrimage to Wolf Park. If
you do, try to stay a while– a
seminar is the perfect way to meet
the wolves up close, get to know the
staff, and have a wonderful time
while learning a lot. (Remember,

their assumptions and to try
entering into another’s point of view,
whether the other is human or non-
human. In talking about relation-
ships between dogs or wolves, and
between humans and canines
Suzanne uses exercises to get
seminarians to continually return to
the question “How does the animal
see this situation?” Would I like
someone to put me in a comparable
position? Would I enjoy the
emotions that arise from it? How do
you build trust between an animal
and yourself? Hint: to receive trust
you must be known as trustworthy. If
you take the questions and
challenges Suzanne throws out you
will not only find your mind
stretched, you will be humbled.

for learning via positive 
reinforcement he found, through
personal comparison of the two
methods, that suppression of
behavior, whether it is called
suppressing behavior, or something
that sounds benign, like “calm
submission,” is not as good as
training the behavior. Train
behavior, don’t just suppress it has
been Ken’s motto for years.
Despite iconic images of whip
and chair wielding lion tamers,
trainers of exotics, particularly
large dangerous ones, usually
learn quickly the advantages of
operant conditioning. If you try
to force a bear or a whale, or
an elephant, you may end up
mangled or squished. Trainers
who use operant conditioning
on exotic animals may have
a longer life expectancy, and
they tend to have all their
pieces and parts and fewer
scars. Ken has entertain-
ing examples drawn from
his experience training
exotic species, as well as
extensive experience
with dogs.

genetically tractable domestics.
This seminar is very detailed;
it is valuable for people who work
with captive wolves, but also for
those who wonder what that
would be like – or need more
than a three day vacation.

New
This
Year!

More Wolf Park Seminars Features
Continued from page 1

seminars are for those ages 18 and
older. The young folks need to go to
Camp.)

As an added bonus, during all the
seminars (except the photo
seminars) wolf photographer extra-
ordinaire Monty Sloan takes digital
pictures during every visit with
wolves so at the end of a seminar
you can get a disk with literally
hundreds of high resolution pictures
of wolves, and wolves with people,
sometimes wolves with bison. Some
of them will be of you. It is a great
photo document of wolf behavior
and a memento you will cherish of a
very special experience. (These cost
approximately $25.)

Dear Wolf Park 

I recently attended an

intensive wolf behaviour

seminar and wished to

thank you all for the

experience. As a

volunteer at the UK Wolf

Conservation Trust I am very keen

to learn as much about handling

socialised wolves as possible and your

facility gave me a great deal of insight

into the subject. The variety of topics

covered gave me an appetite to learn

more. The seminar was very enjoyable

with a great group of people attending

and of course the interaction with the

wolves is unforgettable. I have every

intention of returning to Wolf Park to

continue my education.
Yours sincerely

Matthew Booth 

Our Wolf Intensive Weekends
(offered twice yearly) are taught by
Park staff members with decades of
wolf experience, though our areas of
expertise vary a bit. Put us all
together and we have close to 100
years of experience and can tell you
things for hours about wolf behavior,
changing human attitudes towards

wolves, conservation and legislative
efforts affecting wolves, how wolves
make a living in the wild, how they
adapt to captivity, and their similari-
ties to and differences from dogs.
The Wolf Intensive seminars are our
most popular ones, hands down. If
you can only attend one, we
suggest one of these.



Because snow and ice are a form of
water, though fluffy or solid, we
don’t usually think of a winter
landscape as being like a desert.
But it is. The water is not readily
available to animals that take their
water in liquid form most of the year.
Wolves can and will eat snow if that
is the only water available. But to
keep all the wolves healthy and
happy, we prefer to give them
access to water in its liquid form.

We typically offer our wolves and
coyotes liquid water twice a day and
sometimes three times a day. The
foxes have their pond in which a
pump keeps the water moving and
prevents the water from freezing, so
they do not need buckets of water.
In long spells of subzero tempera-

tures, the levels of ice in the wolves’
buckets rises inexorably. Layers of
water freeze on top of each other,
forming a solid chunk impossible to
break through, even with a metal
rod. Some wolves, like Orca or
Echo demonstrate their appreciation
for lukewarm water, watching for
you, your metal rod, and your jerry
can of water, so they can hurry over
to drink.

If we have a heavy snowfall,
watering may take a big effort,
beginning with plowing and
shoveling, to get over and into
the East Lake enclosures. In times
of subzero temperatures and in
blizzardy, white-out conditions
it is possible for humans to get
hypothermic, disoriented and lost

even in a relatively small area, so
we either wait out the storm, or
travel in pairs, making sure we can
drive to East Lake in a heated
vehicle, and that we have two-way
radios or cell phones with us; water
delivery may be delayed a few hours
in these circumstances.

If temperatures reach the high
twenties to upper thirties, the ice in
buckets may loosen enough to be
dumped from outside the fence by
sticking a rod through the mesh into
the bucket and up ending it. This
can be done by one person, rather
than two staff members qualified as
back up for going in with the wolves.

Getting fluid from snow is okay for
young wolves; they may prefer to lap
liquid water but they can survive for
a while if only snow is available. For
older wolves it is different. As
canines age, their kidneys lose
function. Usually this is gradual; the
older dog or wolf can cope with
compromised kidneys often for
years, by drinking lots of water.
Getting enough water from snow or
ice is laborious, and to an old
animal with less energy, it is a chilly
endeavor requiring them to burn
more calories to stay warm.

Every winter we are surprised anew
at how much staff and interns’ time
and energy goes into coordinating
watering and de-icing even without
blizzards. When buckets are full of
ice, we deice them by unhooking
them from the fences, up ending
them, and pouring warmish water
on them until the metal expands and

the giant ice cubes inside them drop
to the ground. For those happy
wolves who regard deicing as fun-
with-humans time, and dump
buckets, after we put water in them,
two snaps on the handle ensure
the buckets remain upright.

With automatic waterers, we need
not pound ice with a metal rod.
No feeling your bare flesh stick to
wet metal, or your glove getting
soaked. No thrilling sensation of a
jerry can slipping in your hands –
and soaking your leg. Just a bowl
of ever renewed, gently steaming
water, which remains liquid even
in subzero temperatures. Wolf Park
now rejoices in two automatic
waterers over at East Lake, in the
enclosure of Willow and Twister,
our coyotes, and enclosure
#12, currently occupied by Erin
and Chetan.

The groundwork and buried pipes
have already been laid for all other
enclosures. We can add automatic
waterers as finances allow. Each
automatic waterer will cost around
$1000, including installation costs.
Having seen the benefits of liquid
water we dream of adding automatic
waterers to all the enclosures at
East Lake. Perhaps we will use
some of the time saved to make
environmentally enriching snow
moose for the wolves.

To donate a waterer to Wolf Park,

contact our administrative office,

and one of us will be happy to

assist you!
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Thank You to Our Supporters!

[Education] Wolf Husbandry: Watering in Winter By Pat Goodmann



ORCA
Orca is interested in food
and in attention from people.
When the breeding season
gears up he will probably
be less interested in people,
but for now he likes our
company. We have been
giving him straw for his hut
and he is willing to help by
biting the baling twine into
many short lengths. He has
a lot of energy and bipedals
rapidly over to any thing
that interests him. “We’re
running away from a two
legged wolf” I explained
to the interns while Gale
and I hurried a bale of straw
to his huts, as Orca scurried
in pursuit.

APOLLO
Apollo takes what looks like a
cheerful interest in our doings.
Whether it is bringing food or treats
with pills, or straw for his hut, he
enjoys the chance to interact and
watch. He is entirely willing to bite
bales of straw, intercepting the bale
at the gate and pulling it apart and
spreading it there. Our task is to
try to get the straw in the hut
instead. In the weeks since Karin’s
death I have been watching Apollo
for signs of social withdrawal or
subtle depression, but I am not
seeing them.

ERIN and CHETAN
Erin and Chetan are still happy to
be together and to have visits from
humans. They were a bit less
pleased when we brought a wheel
barrow into their enclosure. True, we
used it to bring straw, but then we
used it to removed bones and
uneaten carrion, behavior of which
Erin disapproves. “Carri-on” should
not be “carri-out.” After circling us
with her hackles up and giving us
many dirty looks, Erin joined Chetan
at Monty’s lap for a round of rub-on-
Monty-and-have-him-rub-your-back.
Both regarded Monty as completely
innocent of carrion thievery.

Our East Lake Wolves

AYLA
Ayla is ensconced in a holding pen
next to the main pack because, like
Orca, she seems riveted by the
soap opera the main pack is
currently rehearsing. Its title is The
Breeding Season, and it draws an
audience of interested observers,
both human and lupine, each year.
When not engrossed in the soap
opera, she likes treats, ear rubs and
tummy rubs from friendly humans.

KIRI
Kiri still enjoys his new social
freedom and popularity with
humans. He has met some of his
sponsors, after years of having a
proxy wolf stand in for him, but I
think he will always be mischievous,
and will try to sneak or brazenly
grab objects. Like Apollo he is eager
for the chance to grab bales of
straw, pull them apart and spread
them near the gate, so filling his
huts with warm bedding can prove
to be a bit of an obstacle course for
humans, with the major and very
determined obstacle being Kiri.

WolfPark.org ⎢ 6 ⎢

MISKA
and MARION
Miska and Marion are still
getting on each others
nerves a bit. Marion seems
more willing to be friends,
but Miska is more
suspicious. We are looking
forward to their annual
week to nine days of
mating when they see each
other through a rosy haze
of hormones, and enjoy
each others’ company.



ECLIPSE (Left)

Eclipse has new interns to

watch. She is more willing to

approach them when they

present themselves singly. She

has come up to interns Linda,

Jess, Abby, and Kelly at the

fence. She still likes greeting

familiar humans. This is a quiet

time of the year for her, without

weekly groups of visitors hiking

around East Lake.

ECHO (Right)

Echo has mice living with her in one of
her huts. This sounds like the beginning
of a Beatrix Potter tale, but so far the
elderly lady wolf and the Hunca Muncas
seem to be ignoring each other. We
packed her huts with straw, for cushiony
insulation against the snow. Echo
appreciates a nice straw filled hut, but
she also comes out and basks on sunny
days – even if the temperature is in the
single digits. She has been enjoying
daily visits from us to hand feed (or
spoon feed) her pills in favorite foods.
Pancakes with honey and butter are a
favorite food but she also indicates that
ham, chicken, and prime rib do not come
amiss. At sixteen and three quarters, she
demonstrates daily that spunk is not
defined by energy level as she enjoys
what she can still do, and the ministra-
tions of human friends.

Basil is entering winter with a very
nice fur coat and a cheerful attitude.
He enjoys visits and treats from
humans. His daily dose of the pain
killer Metacam tastes good enough
for him to regard it as a treat; it is a
plus that humans often come in and
scratch him after he takes the

Wolf Park Fox Updates by Pat Goodmann

Wolf Park Coyote Updates
by Pat Goodmann

Coyotes (Canis latrans)
Its Latin name, Canis latrans,

means "barking dog."

Twister (Left) - Male
Born April 3, 2006

Willow (Above) - Female 
Born April 2, 2006

Metacam. Devon and Ember look
for opportunities to lick the Metacam
spoon when Basil is done. If they
are in the mood for treats, both girls
are willing to approach humans. All
three foxes enjoy receiving dead
bunnies, mice, and their more rare
and exotic Christmas treats.

All our foxes
are Red Foxes
(Vulpes vulpes)

Basil - Male

Born 1995 (est.)

White

Devon - Female

Born 2000

Silver Phase

Ember - Female

Born 2000

Classic Red
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Willow and Twister rejoice in the
possession of a new hut, built for
them by member and sponsor Mike
Gawlik. Mike and his wife Elaine
have sponsored critters here for
years and this fall Mike wanted
some construction project he could
help with. That turned out to be new
huts. Willow and Twister have also

continued to receive some training
sessions as environmental
enrichment. Soon the Willow will be
in season, and Twister will act as if
she is beautiful and fascinating.
(She is.) Meanwhile, in the pre-
breeding season period, the coyotes
watch the pack and hurl ethnic
insults at the wolves.
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[Research] What’s the Secret of the Wolf Park Wolves?

Clive D. L. Wynne, PhD.
University of Florida

No visitor to Wolf Park can walk
away from watching the wolves
interacting with their human
caretakers without being struck
by an awesome combination of
strength and gentleness. Yes,
Dorothy, these really are wild
animals: They really could rip any
one of us limb from limb. But Yes
again, Dorothy, they are choosing
to act like great fluffy puppies. With
the strength to rip any human to
shreds they choose to lick and
canoodle instead.

The secret of the Wolf Park wolves
is a fascinating story about the
achievements of the scientists who
founded Wolf Park. It also sets the
scene for the studies of wolf
behavior that my associates and
I have been able to carry out there
(of which I will talk more next time).
But, most importantly, it carries an
important lesson about how to get
along with species like dogs that we
share our homes with every day.

If you have only seen one picture of
the famous Austrian behavioral
scientist Konrad Lorenz, it is most
likely the one of him marching
across a meadow followed by a
troop of goslings. The baby geese
are following Lorenz because he
was the first being they saw after
they hatched: They have “imprinted”
on him. Imprinting is a form of
learning that takes place during an
early period in life, during the time
that a young animal learns the
answer to one of life’s most crucial
questions: Who are my kind?

Lorenz’s foremost follower in the
United States was Eckhard Hess,
in whose honor the Institute of
Ethology at Wolf Park is named.
Hess was a professor at the
University of Chicago, where, in
turn, his foremost student was our
own Erich Klinghammer – the
founder of Wolf Park. Klinghammer
took what he had learned from
Hess and Lorenz and perfected
a technique for rearing wolves, the
outcome of which is animals that
are accepting of humans, but never
for a moment confused as to their
true identity.

One of Klinghammer’s discoveries
(together with Pat Goodmann) is
that the critical time during which a
young wolf is ready to learn what its
social companions should look and
smell like is very short. Wolf pups
must be removed from their mother
and reared by humans by two
weeks of age if they are to accept
humans at adulthood. If the human
caretakers wait until even the third
week of life, the chance of
producing a manageable wolf is
significantly reduced. Even then,
wolves are never fully “tame.” That’s
one of many reasons, as the staff
at Wolf Park are only too happy
to point out to visitors, rearing
wolves is definitely not something
to try at home.

Compare the situation with dogs.
Dogs are so easy to tame that many
people – including several dog
behavior scientists who ought to
know better – imagine that they
are born tame. But dogs are just
like many other animals. They need
to learn what their kind look and

smell like. A dog pup reared without
other dogs for company will never
recognize that it is a dog; a dog pup
reared without human company will
never accept humans as part of its
pack. Your local dog pound has
animals like this, but they won’t let
you see them.

Dogs that don’t accept humans
are rare because it is just so easy
to tame dog pups. Any seven year
old can raise a dog that will live
contentedly in a human family.
There’s no need to take dog pups
away from their mothers before they
are three weeks of age – the
window of socialization for dogs
extends to 16 weeks. But the ease
of socializing dogs shouldn’t blind
us to the fact that, if we expect them
to live peacefully among us, we
need to help them do that. They
need the chance to learn that we
are their pack mates, and then we
must guide them towards what they
need to do to live with us success-
fully. Raising a dog doesn’t take the
kind of exceptional scientific
expertise that Klinghammer and
those who have worked with him
over the years at Wolf Park brought
to the rearing of wolves, but it does
require some thought. Dogs do not
come pre-equipped by evolution
with an understanding of what
humans are and how to live with
them – notwithstanding the claims
of several prominent researchers.
There is a process that each and
every new pup must go through,
and we must be equal partners with
them if we and they are going to live
happily together.

Dr. Clive Wynne is Associate
Professor of Psychology and leader
of the Canine Cognition and
Behavior group at the University
of Florida. He was educated at
University College London and
Edinburgh University in Scotland
and has studied animal behavior in
Britain, Germany, the U.S. and
Australia in species ranging from
pigeons to dunnarts (a mouse-sized
marsupial). His findings have been
published in numerous scientific
reports as well as in Psychology
Today, American Scientist and the
New York Times. He is the author of
a textbook Animal Cognition: The
Mental Lives of Animals and editor
in chief of the journal Behavioural

Processes. His most
recent book is Do

Animals Think?
(Princeton Univ.
Press, 2004). More
information about

the Canine
Cognition and

Behavior group is available on the
web at: caninecognition.com.

There are more and more places to
go online to learn about wolves. But
with all the news on the delisting
and relisting of our U.S. wolf
populations, the ones I keep visiting
are the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service sites. There are two of
them I use a lot, one for the
Western Great Lakes wolves, and
one for the Northern Rockies
wolves. They are linked to each
other, so you need only find one to
find the other. Press releases are
posted there, as are maps of the
wolf populations, information on
their legal status, and access to the
various states’ management plans.
(There are Mexican and red wolf
sites as well.)
www.fws.gov/midwest/wolf/
www.fws.gov/mountain-
prairie/species/mammals/wolf/

To learn more about wolves in the
Northern Rockies from a wolf
advocate with a lot of personal
experiences which can help you
interpret what you find on the
government sites, go to Ralph
Maughan’s blog. He writes about
many conservation issues in the
region, but you can sort out the
ones specific to wolves if you
choose. A political scientist and
avid hiker, Ralph has followed the
wolves for many years and keeps up
with the news really well.
http://wolves.wordpress.com
http://wolves.wordpress.com/categor
y/wolves/

For an international perspective on
canids, go to the International Union
for the Conservation of Nature’s
(IUCN) Canid Specialist Group site.
(That is a mouthful!)  This site
contains the “world's chief body of
scientific and practical expertise on
the status and conservation of all
canid species.” You can learn about
wolves and coyotes, but also about
other related canids and how they
are doing all over the planet. They
also have a Wolf Specialist Group
that focuses just on the wolves of
the world, including the Ethiopian
wolf, and the Maned Wolf, which is
not really a wolf at all!
http://canids.org
http://canids.org/wolfsg.htm

Wolves
on the Web
by Holly Jaycox
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Holly, Wolf Park’s Managing
Director, called me up and asked
me if I would be willing to put down
in my own words why I do “nice
things” for Wolf Park. While I’d like
to tell you that I’m working on my
sainthood and that I’m expecting to
be canonized shortly, I simply can’t
do it with a straight face. I don’t lie
that well. There are basically three
reasons that I donate my time and
money to Wolf Park.

1. It’s all tax deductible (Yes it’s a
little crass, but it’s true.)

2. I love Wolf Park. It’s a wonderful
happy place.

3. Friends take care of each other.
And the animals and staff of Wolf
Park are my friends.

My oldest daughter, Helen, has
always been a wolf junkie. Ever
since she was little, she’s always
wanted to see wolves. We saw
some when she was younger up at
Brookfield Zoo in Chicago, but they
were just sort of laying out in the
grass sunning themselves.

Several years later, I was playing
around on the internet at work,
looking for something for the two of
us to do together. We visited Wolf
Park, and took the offered walking
tour of the facilities. There was this
beautiful dove gray wolf resting
majestically on top of one of the wolf
“houses” that took my breath away.
His name was Apollo, and I couldn’t
take my eyes off of him. Later, we
came to the fox enclosure, where
there was a male fox named Basil

Fawlty, after the John Cleese
character on Fawlty Towers. We
were informed that we could adopt
an animal and that we could visit the
animals in person if we did. I
adopted both Apollo and Basil in
September of 2001.

We found out later that Apollo is
one of those wolves that you can’t
visit and instead got to meet his
pack mates, Karin and Alyeska.
Helen was quite taken with Karin.
I paid for Helen to adopt Karin
and added Alyeska to my list of
adopted animals.

Alyeska and I bonded on that first
meeting. He is, and probably always
will be, my favorite wolf. I was told
repeatedly by the staff that Al was
really shy and often didn’t interact
with visitors, but he was always very
social and outgoing with me. I was
with him on the day he had to be
put down and actually hand fed him
his last real meal. I still miss him.

Backtracking a bit, I read in the
newsletter that Basil was getting
older and had started developing
arthritis. There was mention of
some medication that might help
him, but it sounded really expensive.
I called the park and talked to
Jessica Addams. She told me that
the medication was Adequan. I told
her that I’d take care of Basil no
matter what it cost. “‘Cause Basil
is my friend.”

I contacted my vet, Dr. Robert
Beebe, and asked about the

A View from
the Wolf’s Eye
Author: Carolyn C. Peterson 

This is a sweet
book distilling
a lifetime of
experience,
by Candy,
wife of wolf
and moose
researcher,
Dr. Rolf
Peterson.
Candy
Peterson
was Rolf’s
helpmate in
the field for

years. In this concise book she
talks about the nuts and bolts of
data collection, as well as the big
questions that revealed themselves
to patient, thorough researchers.

Candy chronicles the lessons that
the island taught her. There are
descriptions of living in a cabin,
whose “style” she describes as
“dated utilitarian” and how she and
Rolf adapted, trying to minimize
their “footprint” on Isle Royale. They
found the spare, simple life style to
be beautiful. There are word
sketches of people she and Rolf
met and worked with, and animals
they encountered.

This book keeps stepping back to
look at the big picture beyond day to
day life. Candy keeps raising
questions about humans’ place in an
ecosystem, the lessons we can
learn, the importance of friends and
family in a human community, the
openness to making new friends,
the labor and love that go into
rearing children, and how to come
to terms with our mortality.

At just one hundred pages of text,
the book can be read at a sitting –
but you may find yourself going back
to it, perhaps to check details such
as Laura Petersen’s recipes for
breads, page 12, to ponder
“Embracing Vulnerability,” or to re-
read the reminder, page 15, that
“The island is, in some ways, a
wounded landscape; it has been
mined, logged, and burned, yet it is
a testament to nature’s power to
heal itself…Isle Royale’s wholeness
is a balm, a reminder that we are
forgiven for our mistakes and a
challenge to ‘go and sin no more.’”
This is a book to dip into again…
and again.

(Available through the Wolf Park
bookstore, including our online
store, www.wolfparkstore.com.)

Book Review
by Pat Goodmann

We have many sponsors for
our wolves. They are all
important to us and they are a
large part of the reason we are
still in existence. Some we
never meet, some we meet
once or twice, and then there
are some we come to regard
as family. Craig Merrick is one
of the ones who has become
part of the Wolf Park family.

One of the best visits I can
ever remember having with
Alyeska and any sponsor was
a very rainy day that Craig
came to visit. Rainy is putting it
mildly. Downpour? Deluge?
Those are maybe closer to
what the weather was like. You
would be soaked to the skin
within moments. The wolves
were oblivious to the rain, and
enjoying their human visitors.
Typically, the wolves get bored
with the humans after ten to
fifteen minutes or so. Karin
especially had a low interest in
people, a few minutes would
do it for her. But that visit went

long, with all of us having a
wonderful time together in the rain.

Craig has been sponsoring wolves
for years so we’ve had time to get
to know him personally. He’s funny.
Craig’s personality is in keeping
with that of the staff here. We have
wonderful discussions about old
TV shows (which cartoon cat said
“I hates meeces to pieces”?)
and Monty Python, and old TV
commercials (anybody else
remember Funny Face?). His
sense of humor is warped. We
appreciate that.

And then there are the things Craig
does above and beyond just being
a sponsor. When Basil needed
medication for his arthritis, Craig
was there to make sure Basil
was able to get it. Some of the
older wolves need the same
medication – no problem – Craig is
there for them. He cares for the
critters here like they are his own
family. And in a way they are, he is
family to all of us here at Wolf Park.
We love you Craig!

Adequan. It turned out that several
of the animals at the park use
Adequan, and I’ve been able to
supply the medicine for all of
them. The account for Wolf Park at
my vet’s is under the name of
Basil Merrick.

My wife’s family throws a party once
a month for whoever has a birthday
that month. There’s never anything
that I really need or want, and I
suggested once or twice that people
don’t waste good money on me.
After Alyeska passed away, I wanted
to do something in his memory. So
that year, for my birthday, I asked
my in-laws to make donations to
Wolf Park. I told them that either
they could give me the money,
which I would donate to the park,
or that they could send in a check
themselves and take the tax
deduction if they wanted. My
birthday party is now known as the
Alyeska Memorial Fund Raiser. In
the past three years, my in-laws
have donated about a thousand
dollars to Wolf Park. I figure if
they’ve got money they want to
spend, they may as well use it for
a good cause.

There’s not much else to tell. I do
what I do for my friends, the
animals and my friends the staff.
Wolf Park is blessed with some truly
wonderful people, and it’s my simple
pleasure to help them take care of
the animals.

Craig Merrick

Craig Merrick

Member Spotlight By Gale Motter



News and Notes

Holiday Celebrations: The wolves
and other critters enjoyed their
turkeys for Thanksgiving. Most years
we have a “turkey toss” where we
give each wolf its own uncooked
turkey as a treat for the big holiday!

Santa arrived at Wolf Park in style
this year– flying in a helicopter no
less! In years past he has come by
dog sled, convertible, horse– you
just never know how he will get to
Wolf Park. The wolves enjoyed their
treat covered tree.

Wolf Park participate in Angel
Tree: The Salvation Army has a
fund raising program at the holidays
called the “Angel Tree.” Due to the
generosity of staff and volunteers at
Wolf Park, we were able to provide
gifts for four children ages 1-3, plus
a new bicycle for an 8 year old
whose bike had been stolen. Staff
member John Davis coordinated
the giving program, and plans to be
involved again next year. Thanks go
to John for inspiring us all to give to
those in need.

No special events happened for
New Year’s this year– in fact, due to
an ice storm followed by a strangely
warm day, the ice and flooding kept

us from even offering our
usual open hours
between Christmas
and New Years. This
winter has been full
of surprises.

Winter
Wolves: A
good time
was had
by all at
Winter
Wolves,

January 17. Staff member Alastair
Small coordinated the event which
included some educational talks on
Isle Royale and wolf delisting, a
coloring contest for kids, tours of the
park, and a chance to see a road
killed deer butchered for the wolves.
After a few days of below 0 weather,
we had a balmy 25 degrees for the
event. We practically got our shorts
and sandals out!

Marion got a special trip into
our intern residence this fall.
When the History Channel
came to Wolf Park to
interview Dr. Raymond
Coppinger, they wanted to
show how a wolf might
behave if it was inside a
house. They were shooting
for their television show
about what life on Earth
would be like if humans
suddenly disappeared. (As
Dr. Coppinger suggested–
for dogs, that would depend
on whether we left the doors
opened, or closed!) Marion
was far too polite, and
seemed to inhibit her urges
to loot and pillage.

Thank
you to
those of
you using
Good
Search as
your

internet search engine. This year we
made more than $30 from our
friends using the GoodSearch tool
on the web, and designating us as
the recipient of the funds. Anyone
can use this fund raising tool. Go to
GoodSearch.com and find us on
the list of eligible non-profit organi-
zations. They send us a check in
December based on the number of
searches you do.

Silly Safaris, an amazing group of
educators based in Indianapolis,
has once again graced Wolf Park
with both their presence, AND a
financial donation to our cause!
Each year we invite our friends
Jungle John, Alligator Aaron and
Safari Steve, to come out and do
programs for our visitors. We say we
do this for our visitors – but actually
we love to see them, their animal
friends they bring, and to laugh at
their “silly” programs so much that
we would bring them just for
ourselves! But the visitors do luck
out when they catch these smart but
humorous programs designed to
make us think more about animal
adaptations, our attitudes towards
some species (anyone afraid of
snakes?), and to increase
awareness of the amazing variety of
species in nature. Thank you’s go
out to our friends at Silly Safaris for
all they give to Wolf Park, and to
furthering so many people’s under-
standing of, and love for, the natural
world. To learn more about these fun
folks, go to sillysafaris.com

Thank you to Sue Mattern

and the Pine Ridge

Nursery, Lafayette, Indiana

for donating a tree for our

Christmas party. It was a

lovely green tree, and the

wolves enjoyed every bit of

the decorations.
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Santa Arrived

Turkey Delivery

Marion Cleaning Up After Interns

Alastair Being Shown Appreciation



Gale’s News of the Small by Gale Motter
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Wolf Park was the setting for a battle of epic proportions this fall. The battle
was under the grandstand by the main enclosure, between two mighty
Amazon warriors, fighting for the very survival of the next generation. As the
battle raged, onlookers were drawn into the fray. Finally, one of them was
clearly the winner. The vanquished was dragged off to certain doom and the
winners offspring were able to get a start in life.

The partici-
pants were a
big black wasp
(called a
spider hawk,
in the family
Pompilidae)
and a large
wolf spider.
The wasp
stung the
spider,
paralyzing her.
That’s the
tricky part– too
much venom
and the spider
dies, not
enough and
the spider
regains control

and gets away. The wasp took the paralyzed spider to a burrow she had
already prepared where she laid an egg on the spider’s body. If all goes well
for the wasp, when the baby wasp hatches, there is a fresh meal awaiting.

These dramas in miniature are going
on all around us every day and we
don’t often take notice. So when
someone does notice, it draws a
crowd. People were fascinated. And
among the audience was a little girl
who couldn’t get close enough to the
action. She was trying to get pictures
with her little camera. I was trying to
get pictures with her little camera.
Eventually the action quieted down
and the little girl wandered off. Her
mother came over to me then and told
me that her daughter was terrified of
spiders. I never would have guessed.
Maybe she’ll be more interested than
scared in the future after being a
witness to the world of the small.

Put this Wolf Park News to work by sharing it with others.

* Do you have a neighbor who loves animals?

* Do you go to the veterinary office and wish that there was

something interesting to read while waiting in the waiting room?

* Do you know of a retirement community that is looking for wonderful

things for the residents to read?

Give others the opportunity to see our newly designed and informative

newsletter. Passing it on will keep one less item from ending in a landfill

AND will also let others know about Wolf Park. Its a win win win situation!

Pass it on!

Pass it — Don’t Trash it.

I can recall when wolves began to
get good PR. One of their admirable
characteristics mentioned in the
popular press was that they “mated
for life,” a behavior that humans
admire, often aspire to, but often fall
short of. So what’s the truth? When
asked about lupine monogamy,
Dr. Klinghammer is fond of saying
that wolves are about as
monogamous as humans.

Some wild animals are
monogamous; some are not.
Behavior helps an animal if it
enables the animal to 1) find food,
2) avoid dangers long enough to 3)
find a mate, reproduce and get it’s
genes into the next generation.
When biologists talk about a
behavior being successful for an
animal they mean that the behavior
helps with those three things.

A benchmark study on wolf social
behavior was done by George and
Mary Rabb at the Brookfield Zoo,
Chicago. They published their
findings, spanning more than one
year, in American Zoologist in 1967.
Only one finding made it into the
popular press and thence into the
hearts and minds of the general
public: Only the highest ranking
male and female mated, and only
mated with each other, and the
whole pack contributed to rearing
the young. This set the stage for
wolves being held up as an example
to us humans: wolves live within
their resources and are faithful to
their mates, which contributes
heavily to wolves’ ability to survive.
That was only part of what the
Rabbs observed though; wolf
monogamy was not life long in that
pack. Since then Wolf Park and
other facilities have observed that
sometimes wolves are monogamous
and sometimes they are not.

In the wild, packs that are small,
nuclear families consisting of
parents and pups of the year, the
parents are probably going to be the
only animals mature enough to mate
when the next breeding season rolls

around. Researchers have shown
that in areas where there are not
many wolves, monogamy is more
likely. If a pack of wolves is able to
expand by having more pups
survive, and remain with their
parents for more than one year, then
the chances of these youngsters, at
least, being monogamous seems
smaller. In Yellowstone, researchers
saw young females who were
sexually mature, leave their packs
temporarily, and return to bear litters
in their parents’ territory. Perhaps
the attraction of their mate waned
once they were no longer in season.
Perhaps they simply could not
establish a territory of their own
together due to competition from
existing packs, or their might be
other reasons.

In some species, the father’s help
in caring for his young once they
are born or hatched, is very
important to their survival. When
this is the case, the mated pair is
“pressured” toward monogamy.
Wolves, who live in a pack with
several adults and adolescents who
can help feed the young, do not
experience this necessity. If the only
pack members are the mated pair
and infant pups, the father’s contri-
bution is far more important.

Here at Wolf Park, we have seen
monogamy, polygamy, polyandry,
and what a visiting anthropologist
(Helen Fisher, then of the Museum
of Natural History) said resembled
“group marriage.” We are heading
into our annual breeding season
watch now, where we spend many
hours a day observing just who does
mate with whom in our captive pack.

For further reading I recommend
“Wolf Behavior: Reproductive,
Social, and Intelligent” by Jane
Packard, in the book Wolves:
Behavior, Ecology, and
Conservation, edited by Mech
and Boitani. Her chapter refers
to a number of original research
papers, which the interested reader
can pursue.

Are Wolves Monogamous?
by Pat Goodmann

Photo by Gale Motter
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